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The recent event, 
held at the IMI in 
Dublin, represented an 
incredible concentration 
of cyber security 
expertise in one location

L
iving in this 
information 
age is not 
easy. Our lev-
els of digital 
dependence 
are increas-
ing daily and 

we now rely so heavily on 
the internet in daily life for 
everything from shopping to 
accessing our bank account 
to controlling our home elec-
tronics (for the more tech 
savvy of us). So much so that 
the topic of cybercrime being 
constantly in the headlines 
can be enough to make peo-
ple panic.

And this is just the consum-
er - the impact of cybercrime 
for our businesses is much 
larger.

Cloud, IoT and AI tech-
nologies all mean that the 
stakes are rising and the cost 
of a breach is becoming ever 
more debilitating. As a result, 
government departments and 
organisations of all sizes are 
having to rethink their cy-
ber strategies. According to 
a recent PWC report, 49 per 
cent of Irish Companies have 
suffered an economic crime 
or fraud since 2016, so the 
problem is real, and the time 
to act is now.

This was the theme for the 
third Irish cyber data and 
compliance expo, Cyber Expo 
Ireland, which took place at 
the Irish Management Insti-
tute (IMI), Dublin last Tues-
day. This year saw a compli-
mentary addition to the expo 
with a Cyber Conference Ire-
land element: expert thought 
leadership sessions detailing 
current trends across the in-
dustry, with implementation 
advice and guidance covering 
the  ‘How of Cyber Security’ – 
ie, putting ideas into practice.

Michael Conway, director 
of Renaissance Ireland and 
thought leader behind Cyber 
Expo Ireland, said that “this 
year’s response has been phe-
nomenal”. 

He added: “We had a vision 
to design an event that would 
bring together a security eco-
system; inform and educate, 
and I believe the event this 
week has reinforced that vi-
sion. We are all being forced to 
up our game across the entire 
threat lifecycle – prevention, 
detection, response – but 
sometimes it’s hard to know 
where to focus our energies 
and budgets. 

“Gartner predicts that more 
than $75 billion will be spent 
worldwide on infrastructure 

protection and security ser-
vices in 2019 – but different 
businesses will have different 
pressures. For some it will be 
technical, for others it will be 
people. We hope that our new 
conference addition to this 
year’s expo has given some 
people some answers, or at 
least food for thought.”

Cyber Conference Ireland 
incorporated world-class 
thought leadership from ex-
perts across seven dedicated 
streams: Identity and Rights 
Management; Malware; Mes-
saging; Reputation; Compli-
ance and Regulation; Ana-
lytics; Gateway and Network 
Protection; and Application 
Security. Each stream was 
chaired and facilitated by rec-
ognised cyber experts who 
managed the session and fa-
cilitated the panel discussions.

The first stream of the 
morning sessions, Identi-
ty and Rights Management, 
is probably one of the most 
challenging areas of securi-
ty, with organisations tran-
sitioning to cloud services 
and mobile devices to cut 
costs and boost productivi-
ty. It was led by founder and 
managing director of IAM Ex-
perts, Anthony Mornet. The 
session covered topics such 
as information security pol-
icies, target operating mod-
els, assessing risk for access 
management, implementing 
IT controls and business ed-
ucation & awareness.

The Malware stream, 
chaired by Alex Burnham, 
director of IT audit and se-
curity at Mazars, covered 
presentations on Securing 
Mobility, The Rise of targeted 
Cyber-attacks to SMBs and 
MSPs, Taking a Joined-Up Ap-
proach to the Latest Threats, 
and Ransomware: Not Dead, 
Just Sneakier. There was also a 
live ransomware attack from 
Bullwall, which always en-
gages the audience!

The final stream of the 
morning sessions, Analyt-
ics and Management, dis-
cussed the evolution from 
Security Incident and Event 
Management (SIEM) to meet 
the need for greater security 
across business; offered more 
context and more insights 
and was expertly chaired by 
Paul Hearns, head of con-
tent at Mediateam.  With the 
enormous volume of events 
generated by cloud usage 
– an average of two billion 
transactions each month at 
the average enterprise – it’s 
key that a cloud threat protec-

tion solution should not add to 
this noise, so alert fatigue and 
practical solutions were high 
on the agenda in this session.

Dr Vivienne Mee, found-
er of VM Group, chaired the 
Messaging stream, where the 

topics discussed included: Of-
fice 365 – is it watertight and 
is it fast becoming an inacces-
sible silo for business-critical 
data?; Demystifying DMARC 
(Domain-based Message 
Authentication, Reporting 

and Conformance) – how to 
actually prevent email data 
breaches; and securing email 
in an ever-evolving threat 
landscape.

Dave Feenan, innovation 
programmes manager at 
Skillnet, chaired the Repu-
tation, Compliance and Regu-
lation stream where the topics 
discussed included: Protecting 
Corporate Data against Unau-
thorised Change; Workplace 
Behaviour – building effective 
human firewalls; Benefits of a 
Good Lifecycle Management 
Plan – QWAC /PSD2; The 
Phishing Kill Chain – Reduc-
ing the impact of an attack; 
and Trusted User Identity in 
a Digital Environment.

Angela Madden, managing 
director of Rits, chaired the 
Gateway and Network Pro-
tection stream. Discussions 
centered on current trends 
preventing unsecured traffic 
from entering your internal 
network; protecting your 
business by protecting your 
employees/users from ac-
cessing and being infected by 
malicious web traffic, web-
sites and virus/malware, and 

ensuring the implementation 
and compliance of your or-
ganisation’s regulatory policy.

And to conclude the con-
ference seminars, as Ap-
plication Security becomes 
increasingly an area for Cy-
ber security concern, there 
was a very popular session 
led by Paul Farrington, CTO 
of Veracode, titled ‘The State 
of Software Se- curity 

and What it Means for You’.
The Expo featured 25 ven-

dors on the day, demon-
strating world-class security 
solutions; Agari, Altaro, Ap-

pixoft, Ascertia, Bitdefender, 
Bluedog, Bullwall, Censornet, 
Clearcrypt, CoSoSys, Cyber 
Risk Aware, Cyglass, Egress, 
Entrust Datacard, Exo5, 
Fraudwatch, N-Cipher, OKTA, 
Keeper Security, Lookout, 
Security Scorecard, Sophos, 
Threatmark, Veracode and 
Webroo. There were also 11 
value-added resellers, all 
with local presence and ex-
pertise to advise and deploy 

cyber strategies: Action-
point, CommsSec, Ergo, 

Future Range, Intuity, 
ITMS, Leaf, NSSL, 
Paradyn, Qualcom 
and Unity.

The amount of se-
curity expertise in 
one location for one 
day was exceptional 

and epitomised what 
the Cyber Expo is all 

about: bringing secu-
rity technology experts 

together to solve collective 
challenges in the ecosystem.

Renaissance remains a 
trusted partner to the Irish 
resellers and their custom-
ers, with more than 30 years’ 
experience and expertise. It 

is continually introducing 
new, cutting-edge and indus-
try-leading data security and 
compliance solutions into the 
Irish market and has helped 
introduce more than 40 new 
security solutions over the 
past five years. 

Renaissance has built its 
reputation in the Irish mar-
ketplace by offering excellent 
pre/post sales service to its 
extensive network base, and 
by an ongoing desire to bring 
added value to its custom-
ers. This expo and conference 
have extended that value.

Michael Conway conclud-
ed: “We will continually en-
gage with business and tech-
nical leaders across Ireland to 
ensure the Expo/Conference 
covers the key topics and 
challenges organisations are 
facing on a daily basis.  

“Our goal now is to start 
planning for next year to en-
sure the structure and content 
remains on-point. We will 
take a little breather now, but 
will get things moving again 
in January to plan and execute 
an even bigger and better Cy-
ber Expo Ireland for 2020.”

Cyber Expo goes from strength to strength
Michael Conway, director, Renaissance, opens Cyber Expo Ireland 2019 From the Gateway and Network stream: Kevin McKeogh, director product management, NCipher; Angela Madden, managing 

director, Rits; Tudor Florescu, sales engineer and product evangelist, Bitdefender; and Peter Craig, sales engineer, Sophos  
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Dr Vivienne Mee, founder of VMGroup and leader of Messaging Stream, with Oliver Tribe, 
senior account executive UK&I, Agari

 Stream lead and speakers from the Reputation, Compliance and Regulations stream:  Rod 
Crook,executive director, Ascertia; Petr Grobelny, consultant, ThreatMark;  Dave Feenan, 
innovation programmes manager, Skillnet; Ben Redfern, Cyber Risk Aware; Trent Youl, 
founder and chief executive officer, Fraudwatch; Peter Galvin, NE channel manager, Entrust 
Datacard

The audience engage during the Malware Stream led by Alex Burnham, Mazars

Identity and Rights Management session: Anthony Mornet, 
managing director,  IAM Experts with Roland Steinmetz, 
director channel EMEA, KeeperSecurity

Liam Corrigan, Antoinette Taaffe,  Marie- Alice Berry, Francis Bourke and Cormac Maguire, all 
of Webroot

We had a vision to 
design an event that 

would bring together 
a security ecosystem; 
inform and educate


