
C
yber Expo Ire-
land, the sec-
ond Irish cyber 
data and com-
pliance expo, 
took place at 
the Irish Man-

agement Institute (IMI) in 
Dublin last Wednesday. De-
spite Storm Diana, there was 
a great turnout on the day, and 
delegates had access to an ex-
tensive range of global cyber 
security software, indigenous 
ICT resellers and sessions from 
industry experts who were 
also on hand to provide one-
to-one insight.

Denis Woods, director of 
Renaissance, who organised 
and hosted the event, opened 
it with a warm welcome to all. 
This year’s expo built on last 
year’s successful event,with 
exhibitors from the US, Eu-
rope, Britain and Ireland, and 
there was a real sense that 
2018 has been a momentous 
year for the cyber and busi-
ness communities. 

With major legislation 
changes such as GDPR, which 
came into effect on May 25, 
and the revised second Di-
rective on Payment Services 
(PSD2) from the European 
Commission and the Europe-
an Banking Authority, which 
came into effect on January 13, 
there was great interest in how 
the market has reacted and 
how technology has advanced 
to bring real value to a such a 
challenging landscape.

A key theme of Cyber Expo 
was that of “shared commu-
nity insights”. Cybercrime 
affects everyone: individuals 
and businesses, profession-
al and personal lives. It has 

galvanised all against a com-
mon foe.  Michael Conway, 
director of Renaissance, said: 
“This year’s response has been 
phenomenal. We had a vision 
in 2017 to design an event 
that would bring together 
the whole security ecosys-
tem and this year’s event has 
reinforced that vision.”

Renaissance complimented 
the first annual event earlier 
this year, in May, by running 
three regional events: Cork, 
Limerick and Belfast, which 
ensured the benefits of their 
inclusive and collaborative 
approach could be shared 
across the island of Ireland. 

“The positive feedback re-
ceived from all of our events 
to date makes the months of 
preparation and hard work 
that has gone into pulling an 
event of this magnitude and 
quality together totally worth-
while,” said Conway.

This year also saw a real 
increase in engagement at 
the expo from Value Add-
ed Resellers (VARs), with 12 
Companies represented from 
across Ireland, including Ac-
tionPoint, Cara Networks, 
Commsec, DNA IT Solutions, 
FutureRange, Intuity, ITMS 
Ireland, NSSL, Paradyn, Pe-
mari, Qualcom, and Unity. 
This is a transformational 
time for VARs in a fast-paced 
marketplace with a continual 
need to keep one step ahead 
of today’s well-informed cus-
tomer base. Renaissance, as 
leading Irish distributors, with 
a global portfolio, have rec-
ognised that in parallel with 
the rapid changes for end us-
ers of security solutions in the 
IT environment, the role of 

the VAR is also transforming. 
As their singular route to 

market, Renaissance knows 
that it is absolutely key for 
its VARs to transition at least 
elements of their business to 
a Managed Service Provider 
(MSP) model and quickly. So 
much so, in fact, that they have 
developed a new programme, 
‘Five steps to becoming a MSP 
– The Next-Gen of VAR’ and 
took the opportunity to launch 
it at the Expo. The programme 
will offer collaborative work-
shops throughout H1 of 2019, 
led by specialists in the var-
ious transitional elements 
and will offer help, practical 
insights and support for the 
VAR-to-MSP transition.

 “The Cyber Expo journey 
and evolution has afforded us 
greater insights into the po-
tential for our resellers here 
in Ireland, to sell and deliver 
managed service offerings 

that take innovative solutions 
and create profitable, sustain-
able business models. This is 
positive for both our partners 
and the Irish economy and we 
are happy to help make this 
happen in whatever way we 
can,” says Michael Conway.

The “Cyber Security Express 
Talks” series ran for 15-minute 
slots throughout the day, given 
by security experts including 
IAM Experts, RITS, Burning 
Tree, VM-Group, Mazars. The 
talks covered a range of topics: 
‘Identity Challenges’, ‘Clarity 
for your Security Assurance 
Process’, Forensic Recovery, 
‘Responding to a Cyber-at-
tack’. All the experts were on 
hand during the day to offer 
practical advice, guidance and 
insight, in a relaxed setting.

Last but not least, there 
were the exhibitors them-
selves. This year more than 
25 vendors were represented, 
including global brands Al-
taro, CA-Broadcom, Entrust 
Datacard, Sophos, Solarwinds 
and Watchguard. Some new 
brands made their debut in 
Ireland, such as tenfold, Ind-
egy, Jetico and Security Score-
card. The security expertise 
gathered in one location for 
the day was exceptional and 
epitomises what the Cyber 
Expo is all about – bringing 
security technology providers 
together to tackle challenges 
within the ecosystem.

Renaissance remains a 
trusted partner to Irish re-
sellers and their customers, 
with over 30 years’ experience 
and expertise. They are con-
tinually introducing new, cut-
ting edge and industry leading 
data security and compliance 

solutions into the Irish market 
– they have helped to intro-
duce in excess of 30 new se-
curity solutions over the past 
five years. Renaissance has 
built its reputation in the Irish 
market place by offering ex-
cellent pre/post sales service 
to its extensive network base, 
and by showing an ongoing 
desire to bring added value 
to its customers. This year’s 
Expo has extended that value. 

“We continue to engage 
with business and technical 
leaders across Ireland to en-
sure the expo covers the key 
topics and challenges that 
organisations face on a dai-
ly basis,” says Conway. “Our 
goal now is to start planning 
for next year to ensure the 
structure and content remains 
‘on-point’. We will take a lit-
tle breather now, but we’ll get 
things moving again in Jan-
uary to plan and execute an 
even bigger and better Cyber 
Expo Ireland for 2019.”

Cyber Expo Ireland 
storms the IMI
At last week’s gathering of cyber security 
experts and their business customers, 
there was a real sense that 2018 has been 
a momentous year for the sector
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The security 
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gathered 
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A CISO presenting at one of the popular ‘Cyber security Express Talks’
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Mark Langton, Kate Baker, Tracy Pallas and Lars Postma, all from Agari A key theme of the event was 'shared community insights'
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