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It’ll be a case of lights, camera, 
action for expansion plans at Ar-
dmore Studios following its sales 
to Olcott Entertainment.

Olcott, which is headed by 
co-founder of Ion Equity and 
Troy Studios’ chair Joe Devine, is 
expected to go ahead with a large 
expansion of the Wicklow-based 
film and TV studios, which were 
established in 1958 and are the 
oldest in the country. 

The plans, which include more 
studio space and a visitor centre, 
were drawn up prior to the sale of 
Ardmore Studios by accountant 
Ossie Kilkenny and former U2 
manager Paul McGuinness, who 
between them owned two-thirds 
of the facility. The remaining third 
was owned by Enterprise Ireland.

The studios are set across two 
locations with almost 70,000 
square foot of stage capacity in 
Bray, Co Wicklow. 

The main studio is an 18-acre 
site at Herbert Road held on a 
freehold basis. The second studio, 
Ardmore Film Factory, is a 5.5 acre 
site held on a 20-year lease. 

However, the studios have not 
been updated in some time and 
sources close to the matter said 
they are in need of investment. 

Prior to the sale, the studio’s 
expansion strategy was assessed 
through a feasibility and planning 
study costing €50,000. It led to an 
investment of €300,000 in the 
main studio, which added work-
shop space and upgrading existing 
support space. 

The Ardmore Film Factory also 
saw an injection of €500,000, 

which added 30,000 square foot 
of sound stage and 11,000 square 
foot production facilities. 

An information memorandum 
presented to potential buyers last 
year said: “Demand for Irish stu-
dio space has never been greater 
following the amendments to 
Section 481 film tax incentives. 
To ensure Ardmore Studios ben-
efits from the increased demand, 
management are of the view that 
additional stage capacity should 
be created at Herbert Road and 
Ardmore Film Factory.”

A media-based visitor centre 
at Ardmore Studios, where well-
known films Braveheart and Ex-
calibur and TV shows including 
The Tudors have been shot, is also 
expected to be built following the 
sale. 

The film and TV industry in 

Ireland has been advocating for 
years that the country needs 
more studio space. 

Ardmore Studios will not be 
the only TV and film production 
studios expanding to meet un-
precedented demand due to the 
amount of content being created 
currently, not just by traditional 
broadcasters but by on demand 
services such as Netflix and Am-
azon. 

Ashford Studios, also in Wick-
low, has just been granted plan-
ning permission for a €90 million 
development. Joe and Shelley 
O’Connell, the owners of Ashford, 
where hit TV show Vikings is shot, 
said they plan to add four new 
40,000 square foot film studios, 
a TV studio, offices and admin-
istrative space as well as a visitor 
centre. 

Parallel Films producer Alan 
Moloney and Windmill Lane Stu-
dios founder James Morris are also 
pressing ahead with plans to build 
Dublin Bay Studios in Poolbeg, 
although the pair have not yet se-
cured planning permission. 

Meanwhile, the first major 
production in Ireland’s newest 
studios, Limerick’s Troy Studios, 
began last month, with the tele-
vision adaptation of George RR 
Martin’s Nightflyers.  

It is likely that there will now 
be cross-partnerships with Troy 
Studios and Ardmore Studios, as 
they share several links. As well 
as both studios being connected 
to Devine, Siún Ní Raghallaigh 
will remain as chief executive of 
Ardmore. She is also director at 
Troy Studios. 

Speaking when the sale was 
announced, Ní Raghallaigh said 
it was a very positive develop-
ment for everybody associated 
with Ardmore and for the broader 
production sector in Ireland. 
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Expansion in frame after 
Ardmore Studios sale

Clockwise from top left: famous 
Ardmore productions include 
Penny Dreadful, Braveheart and 
Excalibur


